
The Gospel Story Bible: Discovering the Old and New Testaments 

Marty Machowski 
 The author has done a wonderful job of representing the entirety of scripture 

in his children’s bible. Beginning in Genesis, Machowshki covers every major Bible sto-

ry. Each lesson is accompanied by Scripture references and discussion questions. The 

biggest benefit of this bible is that is can be used with Marty’s two family discipleship 

books, “Long Story Short” and “Old Story New,” creating a great family worship and/

or Sunday school curriculum for children of all ages! If you have room for another chil-

dren’s bible, get this one!  

The Big Picture Story Bible 

David Helm with illustrations by  Gail Schoonmaker 
 “The Big Picture Story Bible” is the best children’s bible designed for preschoolers 

and younger children. The pictures are large and simplistic. The stories are short but have 

a high fidelity to the content of the Scripture. If you have an infant or early preschooler on 

your list, I encourage you to give this bible a look!   

Children’s 

Bibles:  
The Big Picture Interactive Bible Story Book 

Gospel Project 
 Created by the writers of the “Gospel Project” Sunday school curriculum, this chil-

dren’s bible does an excellent job of presenting the whole counsel of God as seen by the 

pages devoted to Zephaniah and the Pauline letters. Each story is accompanied by a great 

illustration, interactive media, scripture references, an explanation of how the story re-

lates to Christ, and a discussion questions. If your child is only going to have one children’s 

bible on his or her self, make it this one!  

Mission PS 78 Christmas List  



Focus On The Family Radio Theatre Drama’s CD’s 
 

 If you spend large amounts of time in your car, are fond of road trips, 

or have middle school children who refuse to read, you should give Focus on 

the Family Radio Theatre a listen. It brings classic works such as “ The Chroni-

cles of Narnia,” “The Hiding Place,” and “Ann of Green Gables” (just to name a few) to life 

with fantastic performance by a host of professional actors and actresses! 

Dinosaurs For Kids  

Ken Ham 
 If you are looking for a book that address a boy’s yearning to know more about dinosaurs 

written from a biblical perspective, this is the book for you! Full of scripture, colorful illustrations 

and fun facts, this book should connect with most any elementary age boy. 

Princess and the Kiss: A Story of God’s Gift of Purity  

Jennie Bishop  
 Beautifully illustrated, the book presents the splendor of chastity in a fun, 

thoughtful manner that can be enjoyed by young girls and appreciated by those leaving the 

ranks of elementary school!   

Buck Denver’s What In The Bible  DVD Series Volumes 1-12 
  

 Phil Visher struck gold! Convicted of the need to move past the mor-

alism of Bob and Larry, the creator of Veggietales enlisted the help of pup-

pets, music, and animation to show children the deep truths of scripture. 

With each volume, he delivers the stories of the Bible in engaging and ener-

getic manner that children in preschool and grade school will applaud. This is 

perhaps Phil Visher’s finest work yet!  

For  

Kids:  
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Shepherding A Child’s Heart 
Tedd Tripp   

 Tedd Tripp shows parents how to discipline for the purpose of discipleship. He 
gives parents the scriptural foundation and the practical methods for addressing a child’s sinful 
heart. Tedd Tripp’s book is a great resource for parents both new and old. 

Family Driven Faith: Doing What it Takes to Raise Sons and  

Daughters Who Walk With God 

Voddie Baucham  
 I believe Voddie Baucham’s call for parental discipleship is greatly needed. Baucham pro-

vides parents with a biblical foundation for discipleship and then challenges them to think proac-

tively about their families, offering parents great practical advice. This book easily rates as one of 

the top books on Christian family life.       

Age of Opportunity: A Biblical Guide to Parenting Teens 

Paul David Tripp   

Big Truths For Young Hearts: Teaching and Learning the  

Greatness of God 

Bruce A. Ware 
 Written by a seminary professor for his two little girls, the book breaks down the deep-

est doctrines of faith into bites that children can easily digest. This child styled systematic the-

ology book will be an encouragement to parents and children alike as they seek to understand 

humanity, God, and the Bible. If you are going to get a parent one book this year, I would rec-

ommend this one!  

For  

Parents:  
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Bibles: 

Guidelines for Choosing A Child’s First Bible.  

1. Avoid paraphrases. Several  would be Bibles, such as, the “Living Bible” and the “Message” 

take several interpretive liberties when translating Scripture. Though more grown up in 

nature, these bibles are similar to children’s bibles. They typically capture the idea of the 

passage or story, but bear little resemblance to the original text.     

2. Find an accurately translated Bible. For example the “King James” Bible, the “New King 

James Bible, the “English Standard Version” of the Bible,  the “New American Standard” 

Bible, and the “Holman Standard” Bible were all translated in such a way that the English 

words you find on their pages parallel the text of the original lan-

guages of the Bible.   

3. Give your child a readable Bible.  If your child does not enjoy Shake-

spearean plays or cannot read old English, do not give your child a 

Bible with thee’s and thou’s. Give your child the Bible that you con-

sider to be the  easiest to understand. Personally, I like the “New King 

James” (NKJV) and the “English Standard Version” (ESV) the best.  

4. Do no fret about the frills. The Bibles listed above have been published with notes for kids, 

teens, babies, soldiers, and for every other type of person. Although the notes and pack-

aging are nice, the Bible’s ability to transforms lies in the content of the Word not its ap-

pearance. If you choose a themed Bible, look over the notes to make sure you agree with 

them. 

5. Use it! Have family devotions that require your child to use his/her bible. Encourage the 

child to bring the Bible to church!   
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